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Selecting the pipeline corridor

Establishing the route for the Hunter 
Ga s P ipe l ine ha s been a p rocess of 
identif ying the optimum route through 
a combinat ion of  desk top and f ie ld 
assessment . The purpose of the various 
assessments is to minimise the impacts 
that may be present , including:

	● Disturbance to landholders and land 
use p r ac t ices ,  inc luding avoiding 
townships and urban areas, dwellings 
and farm infrastructure

	● Disturbance to areas of ecological 
signif icance, including endangered 
ecosys tems ,  habi tat  fo r  r a re  and 
threatened p lant s ,  dis turbance to 
breeding areas for endangered species 
and similar

	● Dis turbance to known her i tage or 
culturally significant sites, including 
both indigenous and non-indigenous 
sites

	● I n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h i r d  p a r t y 
infrastructure par ticularly roads, rail 
and elec tricity assets

	● Construc tion constraints, including 
areas subject to inundation, slopes (in 
par ticular side slopes), watercourse 
crossings, rock, erodible soils, terrain 
and steep slopes

	● Sterilisation or protection of mineral 
deposits where possible

Selecting the route requires identifying 
these constraints and optimising the 
corridor to avoid these to the greatest 
ex tent possible. It is unlikely that al l 
cons t r aint s  can be avoided and the 
emphasis is on reducing the impac ts 
where possible.

The selec ted route is fur ther ref ined 
through meetings and discussions with 
landholders , local council s along the 
corridor and state government agencies, 
f ie ld  inves t igat ions w i th  eco logica l 
and other specialist teams, gathering 
g e o t e c h n i c a l  d a t a ,  a s s e s sm e n t  o f 
construc tabil ity and discussions with 
third par ty infrastructure owners .

Measures to reduce impact

Generally, the hierarchy of measures to 
reduce impact is as fol lows:

	● Avoidance through the selection of 
alternate routes

	● Mitigation to reduce impacts where 
these cannot be avoided

	● Rehabilitation to prevent ongoing 
disturbance

	● Offsets to compensate for impacts 
that cannot be avoided, mitigated 
or remain post construction. Offsets 
are typically applied to ecological 
dis turbances such as vegetat ion 
clearing.
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